
































tend to improve over-all efficiency and reduce pollution. The process 
will not end, but rather continue as needs and conditions change. 

This ditch, used to divert 
Madison's effluent around the lakes, has 

resulted in better lake water quality. 
Foaming detergents were still a 

problem when this picture was taken. 
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SUMMARY 

Wisconsin has long been recognized as a leader among states in 
water pollution abatement. Much has been accomplished, yet much 
remains to be done. The public is now demanding cleaner surface 
water. Concern over recreational potential of lakes and streams is 
especially high. General prosperity has resulted in increased leisure, 
often utilized for outdoor recreational pursuits. It has shifted 
society's concern from subsistence to a wider concern for envi
ronmental quality. New and improved techniques are being de
veloped for treatment of both municipal sewage and hard-to-treat 
industrial wastes. 

Many problems which are in the forefront of public thinking 
today were not even being considered as recently as ten or twenty 
years ago. We are now concerned about thermal pollution, especially 
from larger nuclear power plants; the effects of nutrients, mainly 
phosphorous and nitrogen, in water; radioactivity from power plants 
and atmospheric fallout; pesticide residues in surface runoff; urban 
runoff; siltation; and chemicals used in de-icing. 

In the past 40 years Wisconsin has moved from an era when almost 
all sewage and industrial wastes were discharged untreated into 
surface waters to a point where virtually no wastes are discharged 
without some pre-treatment. Secondary treatment of sewage, to
gether with disinfection, has become a state standard. Phosphorus 
removal is becoming a general concern. Industries are expected to 
either use land disposal methods or subject their wastes to the 
equivalent of secondary biological treatment. 

Despite this substantial progress, much of which has come in the 
past 20 years, the increasing population and industrialization in 
Wisconsin will continue to place great burdens on our water 
resources. The problems already evident in southeastern Wisconsin 
and along the Fox and Wisconsin Rivers will develop in other areas 
unless the attention given to proper waste disposal is equal to the 
encouragement given to population and industrial growth. 

An even greater problem is the improvement of existing water 
quality to the very high levels required for certain public uses. 
Recreational lakes which have become subject to weed and algae 
growth will not show immediate improvement even if wastes from all 
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sources are treated to a high degree. Rehabilitation, through silt 
removal or other techniques, may be required to correct conditions 
resulting from past neglect. Control over both rural and urban land 
use may be necessary to prevent recurrences. 

The most important element of insuring clean water is an 
informed and committed public. An understanding of what has been 
accomplished in recent years is an important basis for charting a 
successful program for future years. 
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